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1 PROCEEDI NG

2 DONNA MOYE: The tine is now 7:54 p.m on Thursday,

3 Decenber 7th, 2023, and this public hearing wll

4 now begin. This public hearing is being held by

5 the South Carolina Departnment of Health and

6 Envi ronnmental Control, also known as DHEC, to

7 accept coments on the proposed Sal em Sand- Henry

8 Tract Mne at a site |located at 331 East H ghway

9 378 Hannah, in Florence County. This is a forma

10 proceedi ng and DHEC staff will not be responding to
11 questions or comments. A witten transcript of

12 this public hearing will be prepared by the

13 certified court reporter seated to ny left and

14 posted on our webpage at www. SCDHEC, that's D H E-
15 C .gov, GOV, /HenryTract. It will be nade

16 avai | abl e once she has finished the transcript.

17 That transcript will serve as the official record
18 of this public hearing. Again, ny nane is Donna

19 Moye and | will serve as your Hearing O ficer
20 t oni ght .
21 Thank you for taking the tine to be here for
22 this inportant step in DHEC s perm tting process.
23 I would also like to welconme and thank any m ni ng
24 representatives, |ocal governnment officials, or
25 menbers of your |egislative delegation who may be
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1 in attendance tonight to hear your conments.
2 | nmentioned our webpage earlier, DHEC has
3 created this webpage for online access to
4 i nformati on about the proposed mine. Again, that
5 webpage address is on the handout that has been
6 provided to you. | encourage you to visit the
7 webpage for information and future updates.
8 Before | go over how we wi || proceed tonight,
9 there are a couple of itens that | would like to
10 address. First, | would ask that you pl ease
11 silence your cell phones or other electronic
12 devi ces so that others are not disturbed during
13 this hearing. And, if you have not already done
14 so, | encourage each of you to sign the attendance
15 sheet |ocated at the sign-in table so that we have
16 a conplete record of everyone here tonight. W
17 have asked for your mailing or enmail address on the
18 sign-in sheet so we know how to notify you of
19 future information regardi ng the proposed ni ne.
20 As you' ve already heard, the permtting
21 process at DHEC begi ns when an application is
22 received for one or nore environnmental permts.
23 During this process, an applicant nust show t hat
24 its proposed operation can conply with al
25 applicable state and federal regulations. These
803.749.8100
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1 regul ati ons have been witten to ensure that hunman
2 health and the environnment are protected. In
3 addition to reviewing the application, DHEC s role
4 is towite and, if issued, enforce permts that
5 nmeet the requirements of the regul ations.

6 You al so have a role in DHEC s perm tting

7 process. That's what brings us here tonight, to

8 recei ve your coments formally for the record. You
9 shoul d know that a final decision has not yet been
10 made and will not be nade here tonight. The

11 pur pose of this hearing is for you to provide

12 additional information to be considered before a

13 final decision is nade.

14 Al though a final permt decision cannot be

15 made based on a vote or how many people say the

16 same thing, your comments are inportant and may

17 provi de DHEC staff with additional things to

18 consi der when nmaking a final decision. Coments

19 and concerns given here tonight, as well as those
20 submitted in witing by the end of the public
21 comment period, are wel coned and encouraged.
22 A presentation on the proposed m ne and DHEC s
23 mne permtting process was provi ded by Jereny Eddy
24 of DHEC s M ning and Recl amati on Section during the
25 public neeting held at six. That presentation wll
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1 be made avail abl e on our webpage before the end of
2 the public coment. The handout that you received
3 will also be nade available if sonmeone would like a
4 copy afterwards that was not here tonight.

5 W will now nove on to the order in which we
6 will proceed with this hearing. A brief statenent
7 about the proposed mne will be read by Jereny
8 before we begin listening to your comments. | wll
9 then begin the public conment portion of the
10 eveni ng by randomy calling on those of you who
11 i ndicated on the sign-in sheet that you would like
12 to make a coment. If you have decided that you no
13 | onger wi sh to conment when you are called on, you
14 may decline at that tine.
15 Finally, 1'Il give anyone who has not had the
16 opportunity --
17 (COURT REPORTER S NOTE: TECHNI CAL | SSUES)
18 DONNA MOYE: Hang on. (Pause.) As | nentioned at the
19 begi nni ng, sonetinmes we have small technica
20 difficulties. W'Il continue in just a noment.
21 **** OFF THE RECORD****
22 (On the record.)
23 DONNA MOYE: This is what we call plan B, so thank
24 you. | think I can pick up where | left off, too.
25 Finally, I will give anyone who has not had a
803.749.8100
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1 chance to speak the opportunity to make their
2 coments. After all comments have been heard, 1'1I
3 make cl osing remarks and this public hearing wll
4 be adj our ned.
5 | want to check with our court reporter to
6 make sure she can still hear nme okay.
7 COURT REPORTER: (G ves thunbs up sign.)
8 DONNA MOYE: For everyone to have fair and equa
9 opportunity to participate tonight and to ensure
10 that we proceed in a tinely and effective nanner,
11 the foll owi ng four guidelines have been
12 est abl i shed.
13 First, there wll be no questions or answers
14 during or after the presentation or any comrent.
15 Second, your comments should not go over three
16 m nutes per individual, and that is because we have
17 a lot of you who have signed up to comment and we
18 want to make sure that we hear from everyone.
19 will gently remind you if you do not concl ude your
20 conments at that time. |If you are not able to
21 present your coments within the allotted tine,
22 pl ease renenber that you nmay submt themto DHEC in
23 witing by the close of the public coment.
24 Third, please continue to be respectfu
25 t owar ds anyone speaki ng here tonight and follow the
803.749.8100
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1 time limt that has been set. You each have a
2 uni que and val ued perspective. No one conment is
3 nore inportant than another.
4 And fourth, please do not interrupt or ask
5 ot her participants to respond to your coments.
6 Shoul d any comments or actions begin to nove
7 away fromthe intent of this hearing, |I may ask the
8 speaker to limt their statements and be seat ed.
9 Il will now call on Jereny Eddy to read a brief
10 st at enent about the proposed m ne
11 JEREMY EDDY: On August 8th, 2023, DHEC received an
12 application fromBlue Water Industries, LLC to mne
13 sand at the Sal em Sand-Henry Tract M ne. The
14 applicant is proposing to permt 260.7 acres of
15 | and, 189.2 of those acres to be affected by m ning
16 operations. The applicant is proposing to wet mne
17 the site and install a small processing plant. The
18 proposed reclamation plan states that final |and
19 use will be a series of ponds and grassl ands.
20 DONNA MOYE: Thank you, Jeremy. That's sonething that
21 we just do for the record in case you were
22 wonderi ng.
23 W will now hear fromthose of you who
24 indicated on the sign-in sheet that you would |ike
25 to make a comment. Again, you will be called upon
803.749.8100
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1 in randomorder. Please clearly state and spel

2 your name for the court reporter before you begin

3 speaki ng.

4 PUBLI C COMMENT S

5 DONNA  MOYE: The first person | have pulled is diff

6 Hicks with Blue Water |ndustries. Hi cks

7 still here?

8 CLI FF HI CKS: So, | need to spell mnmy nane?

9 COURT REPORTER: (I'ndicates affirmatively.)

10 CLI FF HI CKS: adiff Hcks, GL-I-F-F, HI-CGK-S. |

11 work with Blue Water Industries. |It's nice to

12 finally see the turnout here.

13 Can't hear ne? |'msorry.

14 | work with Blue Water Industries. |It's nice
15 to see the big turnout here. t he questi ons

16 |"ve heard tonight are very valid, woul d |i ke
17 to answer those in further detail. only have

18 three mnutes. | can leave ny card behind and

19 answer anything that y'all mght want to hear

20 Blue Water's a privately held conmpany. W

21 have anot her sand m ne outside of Charleston, South
22 Carolina. W entered the market there five and a
23 hal f years. W currently took over the Salem M ne
24 fromthe Weaver fam |y back in March, and, you

25 know, | know there's a |ot of concerned citizens,
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1 and | think if | get a chance to talk with you
2 one-on-one, we night be able to answer sone of your
3 concerns.
4 We started the permt process back in August.
5 W know we still have to go through the Florence
6 County process, but, listen, this is a good thing,
7 that everybody's here. | want to answer everything
8 y'all have for nme. Y all are an active conmunity;
9 that's a good thing. | would ve been shocked if it
10 had only been a few people that had a couple

11 concerns, but | think if you get to know us, and

12 can address sonme of your concerns head-on or tel

13 you what our plans are, it mght alleviate a | ot of
14 t he concerns.

15 "1l leave ny cards here after the neeting.

16 You can feel free to call nme. Just don't call ne
17 early in the norning or late at night, but I'm at
18 the table over there with M. Kennedy, who hel ps us
19 run our mne. W have another guy here, Steve

20 Tillquist, that's with our operations team but

21 thank y'"all for being here tonight, and | | ook

22 forward to neeting with you one-on-one, or on the
23 phone, or however y'all want to address ne, but

24 thank you for being here.

25 DONNA MOYE: Thank you, M. Hicks. |If you're in

803.749.8100
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1 agreenent, we will be nore than happy to put your

2 contact information on our webpage for anyone who

3 doesn't get a chance to neet with you face-to-face
4 toni ght .

5 CLI FF HI CKS: That's fine.

6 DONNA MOYE: W' || be happy to do that.

7 Next, | have Dusty Owens. (Pause for

8 response.) I'Il remnd you again, M. Ownens, to

9 pl ease spell your nane for the court reporter

10 DUSTY OVENS: Ckay. Can you turn the volunme up a

11 little bit?

12 DONNA MOYE: W can try. It's all the way up, can you
13 tal k | oud?

14 DUSTY OVENS: | don't know. Can you hear ne in the

15 back? Ckay. My nane is Dusty Onens, DU S-T-Y,
16 O WE-NS.

17 As a part of the permtting process for this
18 proposed m ne, a Reconnai ssance Survey was

19 conducted by Terracon Consultants, Incorporated.
20 |"ve reviewed that report and would |ike to address
21 several specific issues which call into question
22 the validity of approving this proposed project
23 wi t hout additional research
24 | ssue nunber one, there is docunented evidence
25 of archeol ogical sites located in close proximty

803.749.8100
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1 to this tract. For exanple, the Eaddy Bl uff Mund
2 excavation, as well as the US H ghway 378 Expansi on
3 Survey, both found various prehistoric
4 archeol ogi cal sites and artifacts to include human
5 remains. There is every reason to believe that
6 such sites are very possi ble on the proposed Henry
7 Tract .

8 Wth this docunented history, why was a

9 Reconnai ssance Survey conducted? A Reconnai ssance
10 Survey is the | owest |evel and | east detail ed

11 survey. Wiy was it acceptable in this situation?
12 The af orenentioned US H ghway 378 wi deni ng proj ect
13 used a Phase 1 Survey, a nore detailed and

14 systemati c approach

15 | ssue nunber two, a Reconnai ssance Survey,

16 when used, should address the areas of highest

17 probability for inhabitation, such as high and dry
18 areas up slope fromnatural water. However, a

19 review of the Terracon report shows that a nunber
20 of searched probability areas and sites were
21 avoi ded.
22 I nstead, a Reconnai ssance Survey was conduct ed
23 wth 73 shovel test sites covering an area of 365
24 acres. That equates to one shovel test every five
25 acres. The shovel test being 12 inches in dianeter

803.749.8100
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1 and approxi mately 32 inches deep. |t appears that
2 every effort was given to avoid possible
3 archeol ogi cal locations in this reconnai ssance.

4 Wiy was this Reconnai ssance Survey not directed to
5 the high probability areas of inhabitation?

6 The third and final issue, the authors of the
7 Terracon report state and | quote, "Al well-

8 drai ned portions of the projected area have a

9 noderate to high potential for containing

10 prehi storic archeol ogi cal resources due to the

11 presence of Deep Creek and its tributaries, as well
12 as the two Carolina Bays." That is on page four of
13 their report.

14 Due diligence, therefore, would recommend a
15 Phase 1 Survey, at a m ninmum be conducted before
16 witing off this area and allowng it to be

17 destroyed forever. Thank you for your attention.
18 DONNA MOYE: Thank you, M. Owens. And | did not

19 mention earlier, but if you would like to | eave a
20 copy of your conments with the court reporter, you
21 are certainly welcone to do so. It's not required,
22 but it sonetinmes does help her as she is
23 transcribing, so. Again, she's at the end of the
24 table here if you would Iike to | eave those for
25 her .

803.749.8100
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1 Next, | have David G aham (Pause for
2 response.) David G ahan? (Pause for response.)
3 UNI DENTI FI ED MALE: He left.
4 DONNA  MOYE: He left? Please let the record state
5 that M. Gahamis not here to give his conmment.
6 M. Poston, Jerry Poston -- | mght not be
7 reading this correctly -- of Johnsonville. (Pause
8 for response.)
9 Ckay, we're going to skip this one for right
10 now, and |I'll come back to it at the end.
11 Bill Trayner?
12 W LLI AM TRAYNER: I"mgoing to withdraw my comrent for
13 ri ght now, because you've covered a |lot of it, but
14 Il will be witing a letter.
15 DONNA MOYE: Ckay, and what was your |ast name?
16 W LLI AM TRAYNER: Trayner, T-R-A-Y-NE-R
17 DONNA MOYE: |"mso sorry.
18 W LLI AM TRAYNER: It's all right.
19 DONNA MOYE: Pl ease let the record reflect that M.
20 Trayner has forfeited his right to conrent, but
21 will be submitting witten coments for the record.
22 D anne Onens? (Pause for response.) And, M.
23 Onens, | see that you have a different spelling for
24 your name, so if you'd just nake sure to state that
25 for the court reporter.
803.749.8100
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1 DIANNE OAENS: Hi, my nanme is Dianne, D-1-A-NNE

2 Onens. | will be presenting a | onger, nore

3 specific letter -- | wll be submtting a | onger,

4 nore specific letter, but | just wanted to hit a

5 few highlights.

6 | do want an air quality ---

7 UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE: | can't hear you.

8 DI ANNE OAENS: | do want an air quality report done. |
9 am concerned about respiratory elenments. | am

10 concerned about the damage that will be done to

11 aqui fers. | amconcerned because the mne is

12 besi de wetl ands and creeks that flow into our

13 sceni ¢ Lynches River, which has significance for

14 the state historically and ecol ogically, and any

15 flooding or runoff will be detrinental to those

16 with livelihoods along the river.

17 " mconcerned that this is a nonrenewabl e use
18 of land. There are holes that need to be addressed
19 in the cultural resources reconnai ssance that you
20 just heard. | am concerned that the proposal's
21 Speci es Assessnent doesn't properly address habit at
22 and wildlife, anong things of the wood sorts.
23 Yeah, I'ma bird lover. So, I'mgoing to worry
24 about our wildlife and our birds. It may seem
25 silly, but I"mgoing to worry about those turtl es,

803.749.8100
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1 t o0o.

2 So, we know that there are things there that

3 need protecting in sone manner, and | want to

4 ensure that we do get proper care.

5 The | oss of nore |and, nore habitat, to this

6 area, it can't be reclainmed by a pond or grassland.

7 That's not reclamation. That's replacenent.

8 DONNA MOYE: Thank you, Ms. Owens. | amgoing to go

9 back. | have received a note that maybe who | was
10 trying to call on earlier was Jenny Poston

11 UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE: She left.

12 DONNA MOYE: No? We're good? (Pause for response.)
13 Nat hani el Durant? (Pause for response.) Sir, cone
14 on down.

15 NATHANI EL DURANT: My nane is Nathani el Durant,

16 NAT-HANI-EL, Durant, DU RANT, Jr.

17 Now, I"'mgoing to try to speak briefly. You
18 will find today that we have or tonight we have

19 st ockhol ders and st akehol ders and concer ned

20 citizens, and all of us understand that this

21 project is inportant, one way or the other

22 It's inportant to Blue Water, because they are
23 in the business of mning sand. It's inportant to
24 us, because, any of us, whether we are in Florence
25 County or in South Carolina, sand m ning and sand

803.749.8100
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1 products is something we cannot live without. So,
2 we are not saying that those things don't need to
3 happen.

4 You'll find that there are going to be severa
5 folk that's going speak tonight on different issues
6 of concern for the comunity, concern with the
7 water, with the air, with the noise, and all of
8 those things that is going to be nentioned. What
9 we are saying is that we understand that sand
10 mning is inmportant, but we don't feel Iike sand
11 mning at this sand mne, at this tine in our
12 conmmunity, will be the best for the conmunity.
13 Thank you
14 DONNA MOYE: Thank you, M. Durant.
15 Sterling Sadler? (Pause for response.) And,
16 | see here, Ms. Sadler, that you are speaking on
17 behal f of the Florence Conservation District, so
18 t hank you for being here.
19 STERLI NE SADLER: Sterling, ST-E-R-L-1-NG Sadl er
20 S-A-DL-EER [|I'mthe Comm ssioner for the Florence
21 Soi |l and Water Conservation District and we sent a
22 letter to DHEC wi th sonme concerns after our | ast
23 board neeti ng.
24 We're charged, as the entity in Florence
25 County, of taking care of our natural resources so
803.749.8100
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1 that they will be here for generations to cone.
2 W're afraid that there's not been enough study as
3 to the effects on the natural resources in this
4 area or on the floodplains or the wetlands of the
5 Lynches River and Deep Creek.
6 W' re asking that further investigation be
7 done into these areas, so that we can assure that
8 t hese wetl ands, the floodplains, and the natura
9 resources will be here for generations to cone and
10 use. Thank you.
11 DONNA MOYE: Thank you, Ms. Sadl er.
12 Cornelia Poston? (Pause for response.)
13 I"'mgetting the feeling we have a | ot of Postons in
14 t he area.
15 CORNELI A POSTON: Nanme is Cornelia Poston
16 CORNE-L-I-A Poston, P-OST-ON, and I'll be
17 speaking on what it's like to Iive near a sand
18 m ne.
19 | have lived on East Sal em Road for nearly 50
20 years. | want to voice ny opposition to the m ning
21 permt of the Henry Sand M ne on 378. This used to
22 be a peaceful quiet community until the Waver M ne
23 was approved. Now, Blue Water has taken over that
24 m ne.
25 W have dealt with severe dust problens, truck
803.749.8100
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1 traffic, and noise for a while now since Blue VWater
2 took over the mine. The dust is horrible. | have
3 not been able to sit on nmy porch. The mail in ny
4 box is covered with dust. | have to change ny air
5 filter in nmy house tw ce a nonth.

6 The County has recently rocked East Sal em
7 Road. | guess that is to support the truck
8 traffic. That has only added to our dust problem
9 The truck traffic is a constant problem The
10 trucks conme in fromthe mnes and never stopped
11 before turning onto East Sal em Road. The residents
12 on this road have to constantly watch for them
13 The trucks are in and out all day. W no |onger
14 live in a peaceful community because of the
15 constant noi se and dust fromthese trucks.
16 "' m deeply concerned about the possible new
17 Bl ue Water sand mine that will be in front of ny
18 house. The current mne is now mning sand 50
19 yards directly behind nmy house. |If the new permit
20 is approved, they will be m ning sand 200 yards
21 directly in front of ny house. | will be right in
22 the mddl e of two sand m nes.
23 Sand dust contains silica. Silica particles
24 are so small that they can only be seen with a
25 m croscope. It is one of the ol dest known dangers
803.749.8100
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1 of mning sand. By living so close to the existing
2 sand mine, | ambreathing silica in now |[If the
3 Herny M ne permt is approved, | will be breathing
4 it in fromthe back and the front of ny house. [|I'm
5 very concerned about air quality, silica dust,
6 truck traffic, and noise |levels now nore than ever
7 | have been told that nmy property value wll
8 pl ummet due to the existing mne. The new mne
9 will even make it worse. No one wants to live in
10 the m ddl e of one sand mine, especially not two.
11 | can tell you that | don't want to live this
12 way. Do you? | have a persistent cough and
13 cannot seemto get rid of it. | have had
14 bronchitis or congestion so bad at tines that |
15 have to use a nebulizer. | really thought it was
16 from COVID;, however, | no |longer believe that. |
17 truly believe that it is occurring fromthe dust of
18 t he sand m nes.
19 | realize that the sand mi nes are necessary;
20 however, | think these m ning conpanies need to go
21 somewhere secluded. This place needs to be away
22 fromthe comunities, away fromthe creeks and
23 rivers. Another sand mne in our conmunity woul d
24 be devastating, and ruin the quality of life that
25 ny neighbors and | try to enjoy.
803.749.8100
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1 | understand there will be a few new jobs and
2 alittle nore tax noney, but is it worth the damage
3 it will do to the land and the citizens of this
4 communi ty? Should Blue Water be the only ones to
5 benefit fromthis?

6 As a citizen of Florence County, do | not have
7 the right to live in a safe environment away from
8 all the problens this mne will cause? Is it fair
9 or is it legal for me to live in the mddle of two
10 sand m nes?

11 Thank you for your tine. | pray your decision
12 will be made for what is right for your citizens of
13 | oner Florence County and not for the Bl ue Water

14 M ni ng Conpany.

15 DONNA MOYE: Thank you, Ms. Poston.

16 Mary Ann Hanna? (Pause for response.)

17 MARY ANN HANNA: My nanme is Mary Ann Hanna, MA-R-Y,
18 A-N-N, HA-NNA To DHEC, thank you for taking
19 the tine to listen to our concerns and pl ace

20 yourself and famly in our shoes.

21 First of all, my property, and ny husband, we

22 have a three-fourths, quarter-acre pond. W have

23 already and are still being affected by the prior

24 mning site that Blue Water Industries, LLC,

25 operates at the Salempit in concordance with South

803.749.8100
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1 Carolina Mning and Act, South Carolina Code
2 Section 48-20- 10.
3 This is a 20.8 acre site. | point this out
4 that, yes, this is relatively a small mning area,
5 but conpared to the approximately 365 acres at the
6 proposed Henry Tract mining site near the comunity
7 of Salem that would be directly in front of ny
8 property.
9 According to the docunents submtted by the
10 conpany, 260.7 acres on 331 East Hi ghway 378 wil |
11 be used for a mine, and 71.5 acres for a buffer. |
12 ask: Is this buffer sufficient enough for a mning
13 site this size? Think of 10 football fields. This
14 i s the magnitude.
15 | understand that 189.2 acres will be the
16 actually mning area. M concerns conmes fromthe
17 experience that we are already dealing with: the
18 dust fromthe sand trucks com ng and going fromthe
19 site, passing by our property. Mny tines, they've
20 been report ed.
21 The speed of the trucks traveling: M
22 sister-in-law | ives on East Sal em Road and she has
23 three small grandkids that | ove the outdoors and,
24 at tines, being at her hone, | have seen firsthand
25 how fast these trucks come in and out. They do not
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1 even stop to enter the East Salem Road. W' ve had
2 prom ses that's been made to correct and to take
3 care of our concerns, but we have yet seen that.

4 But does it stop here? How w Il this affect
5 the area with Salem Sand in March and April w nds
6 that we have. WIIl it also have --
7 Me and ny husband al so have a house on 349,
8 which will be directly in front of the Henry Tract
9 Mne. | can tell you that our house there, we
10 already -- on the outside of the house, there's
11 lots of sand, and it also cones in on the inside
12 around the cracks, around the w ndows.
13 You nentioned phases of this project. WII
14 DHEC i nspect after each phase?
15 A big concern is silica dust, and | know
16 several people has already commented on that. And
17 if you Google it, you'll know that it is a disease,
18 a lung di sease that can cause inhal ation of
19 crystalline silica, that's what they say, that you
20 can't see and, yeah, we are probably not breathing
21 it in, but how do we know that? You get
22 i nfl ammation scarring in the nodul ars (phonetic) of
23 the upper lobes in the lungs, and it's real bad for
24 children and the elderly.
25 Al we want is to not have to worry about our
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1 present and future generations that these issues

2 will have in their life. | ask and pray that DHEC
3 will put their selves in our place and really

4 exam ne the mning we'll have in this community.

5 W' re asking for guidelines and for you to

6 | ook and investigate every little situation that it
7 will, not have just on the Sal em Community, but our
8 beauti ful Palnetto state.

9 DONNA MOYE: Thank you, Ms. Hanna

10 Boone Ai ken, 1V? (Pause for response.)

11 | see here that you were speaking on behal f of Save
12 Lower Fl orence County, so thank you.

13 BOONE Al KEN, 1V: Good eveni ng, everyone. Madam Court
14 Reporter, Boone, B-OONE AI-KEN

15 Again, |'mhere today on behal f of Save Lower
16 FI orence County, a group, many of whose individuals
17 are here tonight.

18 W do want to thank DHEC for this opportunity
19 to be able to speak and provide comrents. | think
20 it's very inmportant for the record and for nenbers
21 of the conmmunity to be able to speak. W are very
22 appreciative of that, and do want to take this tine
23 to express our concerns, and | think concerns is an
24 understatenment. W have nmany, nmany concerns about
25 this permt, and I want to go ahead and touch just
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1 on three of thembriefly in the tinme allotted.

2 Nunber one is a concern that | have coined a

3 | ocal governance concern. As was nentioned

4 earlier, Florence County is the politica

5 subdi vision in which this proposed mne will be

6 | ocated in. The County's recent noratoriumsignals
7 a deep-rooted concern for the health and safety of
8 its residents, underscoring the potential risks

9 associated with the proposed mne, and granting a
10 permit in light of the County's clear apprehensions
11 at this tinme would not only disregard | oca

12 governance and conmunity sentinment, but also risks
13 exacerbating the issues that the noratoriumains to
14 prevent and study further

15 | ssue nunber two is flooding. It is a

16 wel | -established fact that a sand mne or mning in
17 general can cause and have significant inpact on

18 flooding. And to provide sone insight for the

19 record, I want to read an excerpt of a letter
20 submitted by the Adm nistrator of Florence County
21 today that specifically discusses the nine site
22 being located in the floodplain of Deep Creek,
23 which is a special flood hazard area of Zone A and
24 specifically, |I say, "The application is clear
25 that, if permtted, the m ne nmay be dug to a depth
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1 of 50 feet to a point as close as 50 feet to Deep
2 Creek, which again is a substantial tributary of
3 Lynches River, which is just over a mle to the
4 south. The DNR letter, and specifically to provide
5 some context, that is a letter that DNR subm tted
6 Sept enber 22nd, 2023, expresses concern with the
7 proximty of the mning site to Deep Creek and its
8 floodpl ain and requests further information on this
9 i ssue, but to our know edge, no such information
10 has been provided by DHEC or the permt applicant."
11 And nunber three is a very inportant issue
12 that has been brought up a lot tonight, and that is
13 the dust. It was discussed earlier that there are
14 proposed ways to mtigate and control the dust, but
15 what we have not seen is a tangi ble plan or
16 evi dence as part of the application as to how the
17 permt applicant will control the dust. Again, it
18 was mentioned earlier. There's a |ot of
19 specul ation, and what is requested is tangible
20 evi dence: reports, studies, et cetera, to show how
21 this dust, which is a significant inpact to the
22 health and safety of the nenbers of the community,
23 will be controll ed.
24 Il wll stop there. | know tine was running
25 short, but, ultimately, we would argue and posit
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1 that the concerns, not only to the environnment but
2 to the community menbers as a whole, specifically
3 for the health and safety of the community nenbers,
4 wei ghs agai nst the issuance of the permt at this
5 time. Thank you.

6 DONNA MOYE: Thank you, M. Aiken. 1'mgoing to

7 conmend everyone for their handwiting, too. For

8 the nost part, |'ve been able to read the nanes, so

9 | really do appreciate that.

10 Next, we have Earnest Groover. (Pause for

11 response.) Don't tell ne |'ve m spronounced your

12 nane after | just said that. Conme on down.

13 EARNEST GROOVER: All of ny concerns have been covered.

14 | yield the floor.

15 DONNA MOYE: Ckay. Let the record reflect that M.

16 G oover is yielding his comment at this tine.

17 Again, 1'll remnd you, M. Goover, if you think

18 of anything after this evening, you' re certainly

19 wel come to submit additional coments in witing.

20 Next, we have Jerry Evans. (Pause for

21 response.) You can bring your water with you.

22 JERRY EVANS: My nanme is Jerry Evans, J-E-R R,

23 E-V-A-N-S. I'll apologize ahead of tinme; my voice

24 is choppy and is raspy so bear with ne.

25 DHEC has a | ot of el aborate plans for the new
803.749.8100
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1 sand mine. W appreciate that, but plans are one
2 thing; 1'mgoing to talk about reality. |'m going
3 to tal k about the current sand m ne.

4 I owmn a tract of |land adjacent to that m ne.
5 I remenber when there was a DHEC hearing for the

6 current mne. | received a hearing notice, but I
7 did not attend. Since DHEC was involved, | felt

8 all the safeguards would be in place. M rights

9 woul d be protected. Well, | was w ong.

10 At some point every year, since punping or

11 dewat eri ng has started, | have had six inches of
12 wat er pool ed across the far end of nmy field. This
13 water is spill-off when the punping capacity

14 exceeds the capacity of the drainage network. This
15 | ast happened fall of this year.

16 It's been renedi ed now, but before this, in
17 2022, last year, water was also in ny field, and
18 had been for sone tine. The mne, at that tine,
19 was being run by the prior owner/operator. DHEC
20 surveyed the situation, renedial action was taken,
21 and the issue resol ved.
22 But, for ne, this begs two questions: Is this
23 an annual issue | nust deal with? Do environnental
24 plans regularly fail?
25 The area in question, even though it was
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1 flooded with water, is not wetlands. It is an area
2 where, in ny lifetinme, tobacco, cotton and peanuts
3 have been grown. W all know these crops don't
4 grow on wetl ands.

5 But ironically, 100 yards into the woods | ust
6 beyond a little crest at the end of the field,
7 there is a spot of wetlands, probably an acre or
8 less. | remenber water pooling in that area during
9 wi nters past, but water doesn't pool there anynore.
10 | believe dewatering and the resulting drop in the
11 water table dried up this wetland.
12 | realize everything | have said thus far is
13 based on the operation of the current sand m ne,
14 not the new one that is being applied for, but
15 Sal em has a nulti-year preview of what a future
16 sand m ning operation will be like. Salem now
17 knows that everything doesn't go according to plan
18 W have a field that periodically floods,
19 dried up wetl ands, dried fishing ponds. There's
20 heavy equi pment, noi se, dust, and big trucks
21 passing 50 feet from sone of our front doors.
22 Salems quality of life has taken a hit, and if you
23 approve a new Salemmne, Salem s quality of life
24 will take a hit for years and years to cone.
25 On DHEC s website, your mssion statenent is
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1 this: To inprove the quality of Iife for all South
2 Carolinians by protecting and pronoting the health
3 of the public and the environnent. Your DEC
4 mssion is the very same m ssion that people of
5 Sal em have. Quality of life issues, public health
6 and safety, health of the environnent.

7 Sal em deserves a quality of life. Stop this
8 sand m nd. Thank you
9 DONNA MOYE: Thank you, M. Evans.
10 Is this Aquila Davis on Poston Road? (Pause
11 for response.) Davis on Poston Road. (Pause for
12 response.)
13 Mar cus Lovel | e? (Pause for response.) |Is
14 this young man Marcus?
15 MARCUS LOVELL: (Nods head up and down.)
16 DONNA MOYE: Vel |, welcone to our public hearing
17 W' re glad to see you participating tonight.
18 MARCUS LOVELL: Hell o, everybody. | may be young, but
19 do have sonething to say. It's not good. The sand
20 mne is not good for people that have heart
21 probl ens and that have conditions, because ne,
22 nmysel f, | know that, because | have a heart problem
23 cal |l ed hypertrophic cardi onyopat hy.
24 And | know that people breath in stuff, and
25 t hey have lung cancer and stuff. |It's probably
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1 going to end up really bad for those people, so
2 it's probably not good.
3 And if there's any wldlife where they're
4 mning at, it really mght not be good for the
5 wildlife, because we need animals. Because, |ike,
6 | always | earned that bees nmake honey and honey --
7 someti nes, bees keep us alive with food.
8 But that's all | have to say, that it's not
9 really good for sick people. |'m done.
10 DONNA MOYE: Thank you for appl audi ng that young nan
11 for taking part and being a participant in this
12 very inportant process. So, ny hat is off to you,
13 and | guess that's your nomthat is with you. |
14 woul d ask you just to touch base with the court
15 reporter before you | eave to make sure that she was
16 able to capture everything that you said.
17 Stuart Evans? (Pause for response.)
18 Speaker 14: My nane is -- can y'all hear ne?
19 Vll, ny nane is Stuart Evans, S-T-U- A-R-T,
20 E-V-A- NS
21 I was born and raised here in the Sal em
22 community, and |I'm just one of generations of the
23 Evans famly, and we've been here all ny life and
24 nore. And the main thing that | want dwell
25 toni ght, one of the things, is the adverse effects
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1 that mning will have on mning [sic], and what |
2 have dealt with on ny property. Three focus points
3 that |'ve got is decreasing water levels in ny
4 pond, killing of ny fish, and nmy experience
5 regarding this situation w th DHEC
6 My pond was dug in the late '90s to m d- 2000,
7 the late "90s to m d-2000. M pond was no inlets
8 and no outlets; an underground streamis what it
9 was fed off of. Wien | first dug this thing, | had
10 no i ssue, none what soever, until the m ning began
11 When the mning began, | started noticing ny pond
12 dropping. | didn't think a whole lot about. It'd
13 come up. |It'd go down.
14 So, | had ny fish killed in 2019. 1In April of
15 2022, | had the second one. On the first one, |
16 didn't say anything. | just kind of let it go.
17 The pond cane back up; | didn't think of nothing
18 about it.
19 But in 2022, it happened again, and | called
20 the owner. | called the Weaver boy, | know him
21 personal ly, and his, his answer to ne was, "I
22 t hought that m ght happen.™
23 well, | got DHEC involved, and I,
24 appreci ated them com ng out, but |I feel |ike they,
25 t hey coul d have done nore than what they done. And
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1 ny situation is related to what Jerry was sayi ng.

2 | called DHEC after there wasn't when anything

3 happeni ng, and they called nme back and they cane

4 out. And | didn't know that DHEC gave courtesy

5 calls but they nust have, because the day before

6 they came out, | was sitting in ny house and | seen
7 t he punps com ng by ny house.

8 Wll, that's not a -- | knew right then | was
9 in trouble, but that is -- and | still, to this

10 day, haven't put, put fish back in ny pond, because
11 -- he even went through the trouble of putting a

12 six-inch pipe fromthat pond to ny pond to fill ne
13 up. He could fill me up today and two days from
14 now, he'd filling me back up again. That's how

15 fast it would drop. And it's, you know, |, | was
16 really disappointed in the way DHEC handled it.

17 They, they did -- okay, they come back, and

18 they wote a letter. They took pictures. They

19 sent me a picture of ny pond back, back, back in
20 2000, March of 2022. M pond was full of water.
21 They sent several pictures. They have pictures of
22 Steve's pond. Steve was part of this, too.
23 Well, | got a picture where | took a picture
24 of dead fish in April of '22. That was one nonth.
25 That's how fast it dropped. [It, it got so |ow
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1 even the ducks left. | don't know, you know.
2 What, what does Blue Water have to bring to
3 this community? What are they, what are they
4 offering? Nothing. It don't take a dozen people
5 to run that plant.
6 I just, I wish that they would think tw ce
7 about what they're doing, because they have -- |
8 got one on, | got one on the east of nme, | got one
9 on the west of ne, and now they want to put one on
10 the north of me. Al of themis less than -- two
11 of thems a quarter of a mle, and the new one
12 would be a little, a little further, but that's al
13 | had to say. Thank you.
14 DONNA MOYE: Thank you so much, M. Evans.
15 Davi d Yannel | 0? (Pause for response.) Make
16 sure that you spell your nane court reporter
17 pl ease.
18 DAVI D YANNELLO. It's easy. Hello, ny name is David
19 Yannello, D-A-V-1-D, Y-A-N-N-E-L-L-O
20 You can tell by that [ast nane |'m probably
21 not from around here, but |1've been living here for
22 quite a while. 1'd like to share sone concerns |
23 have about the proposed Henry Tract Sand M ne
24 operated by Blue Water Industries. | tell you
25 what, there's a lot of stuff to unpack on this
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1 poi nt here.

2 One of the first things that struck nme on the

3 permt application was a question that said,

4 "Nunber of years for which the permt is

5 requested,” and the response is, "For the life of

6 mne." Well, that doesn't answer the question

7 The question is the nunber of years, not sone

8 anmbi guous statenent. So, this mne could be

9 operating for two years, 10 years, 50 years, who
10 knows how I ong? And so, DHEC is permtting a mne
11 for an indefinite period of tine. It seens |ike
12 the State of South Carolina should have a better

13 control of mning than that.

14 As this m ne begins operation, | assune the
15 first thing they'lIl do is build their office, their
16 haul road, processing plant, and shop. After that,
17 the tailings pond would need to be dug, and it's
18 approximately a 5.8 -- well, it's basically 5.8

19 acre sand Mne is what | gathered fromthe map

20 Unl ess, of course, they're not going to sell any of
21 the material that's renoved, which | kind of doubt.
22 |"mpretty sure they're in the business of selling
23 sand, so.

24 | assune this would begin with the excavators
25 and the track hoes, and will either continue in
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1 that manner or be noved on to dredging while

2 they're building this -- the, the process of the

3 tailing pond. So, as the pit conmes inundated with

4 water, the water's going to have to go sonewhere.

5 So, I"'massumng that -- I, |I'mnot sure what

6 they're going to do with that, because -- if it's

7 bei ng dredged or if they're going to just dig the

8 sand out of that. So, I'mnot sure if it's going

9 to be wet, wet or dry. And | just hope that, that
10 they're not going to punp that water into the

11 wetlands, and 1'd like to see if that would be

12 addr essed.

13 I''m al so concerned about the safety of the

14 persons in the nei ghborhood.

15 COURT REPORTER: I"msorry; can | get you to go

16 closer to that mc? |'mhaving trouble ---

17 DAVI D YANNELLO. Yes, nmm'am sorry.

18 So, I'm al so concerned about the safety of the
19 persons in the, in the neighboring homes during the
20 m ni ng operation and, and reclamation. The planned
21 bermis only about -- is only along H ghway 378 and
22 a portion of the McArtor Lane.

23 By the way, the permt, the, the permt has

24 the bermat six to eight feet and the mne map

25 shows it at eight to 10 feet. One of those is
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1 incorrect. So, |I'mhoping that we get that

2 changed, so we can have the actual exact height or

3 pl anned hei ght of the mne, of the berns.

4 The berns are going to be hel pful, but | don't

5 think they're going to do nuch to di ssuade pets

6 like cats |ike cats and dogs, or other mammals or

7 children fromentering the area. | would inagine

8 that a one-to-one slope in the pond and the, and

9 the pits would be pretty difficult to clinb out of.
10 So, a final reclamation of the bank above

11 groundwat er graded to a |level of three-to-one, and
12 I think that a perinmeter fence of at |east eight

13 feet would be nore, nore of a deterrent. Al so,

14 grading the, the pond at three-to-one for sone

15 di stance under groundwater |evel mght nake it

16 easier to get out of if sonmebody happened to fal

17 into it.

18 St or mnat er di scharge is another area of

19 concern. Extrenme stormevents are not unconmon in
20 South Carolina. W do occasionally see hurricanes
21 here, and | don't there's been -- | don't think

22 anyone in here has probably seen |l ess than three

23 extreme stormevents in the |ast several years. W
24 have had Hurricane Matthew and Hurricane Fl orence,
25 as well as the thousand-year flood that was eight
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1 years ago or so. During that event, ruch of the
2 downst ream danage was attributed to breached
3 earthen danms. | think that maybe the mne pit in
4 proximty to the creek and the unnaned tributary
5 m ght qualify as that, so.
6 In addition to the seasonal water |eve
7 changes, every year we have summer thunderstorns
8 that dunp | arge amounts of rain for a short period
9 of time. So, there's a concern here that it may be
10 necessary for the mne operator to punp stormater
11 to prevent a breach of their pit, or nore likely to
12 be able to effectively mne sand fromtheir pits.
13 I think I"mout of tinme, so. WlIl, thank you
14 so nmuch, and, and hopefully, we'll get this
15 resol ved. Thanks.
16 DONNA MOYE: M. Yannello, | would like to ask you
17 specifically to | eave your comments with the court
18 reporter. Your conments are so inportant to us,
19 and we want to make sure that she's able to get,
20 get everything down. Thank you so mnuch.
21 Next, | think this mght be Ms. Martha Curry.
22 (Pause for response.)
23 MARTHA CURRY: (Good evening. M/ nane is Martha B
24 Curry, MA-RT-HA Bas in boy, CURRY.
25 So, | reside at 458 East H ghway 378,
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1 Johnsonville. | do wish and | have a desire to

2 express the concern of our comunity regarding of

3 proposed | andm ne [sic] in our area, our community
4 where we work, we live, we worship, we fish, we

5 attend school, but it is deeply rooted, it is

6 deeply rooted in its vibrant and active |ifestyle.
7 The potential danger and risks associated with
8 t he proposed sand m ne poses a significantly threat
9 to our wellbeing and the stability of our cherished
10 way of life. The main concern is of health and

11 safety risks.

12 The operation of a sand mine will bring with
13 them various health and safety hazards. The dust
14 and the toxic chemcals fromthe mne activates --
15 can lead to respiratory issues such as silicosis.
16 It's a disease that is caused in the -- it conme in
17 your lung, and it's called by inhaling dust. It

18 can create lung cancer, kidney failure, and ot her
19 respiratory issues, posing a direct threat to the
20 heal th of our community menbers, especially to our
21 children and the el ders.
22 We have residents, residents living on 378 who
23 ranges fromages of three nonths to 97 years. Sone
24 work actively, some go to school, sonme go to church
25 t hroughout the week, but their health can be
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1 negatively affected by the sand m ning project.
2 On this stretch of 378, we have people who are
3 sick and shut-in. W have people who are
4 bedri dden. W have children who are bei ng school ed
5 in the home. W have children who are speci al
6 needs. Al wll be affected by the sand m ne
7 W have sone, and | nust nention ny nei ghbor
8 who recently noved behind us, has been attacked
9 with cancer twice. He has to endure this. W have
10 our three great-grandchildren, ages one, two, and
11 three, who | ove playing outside, who |ove the
12 sunshine, and who plans to get of sw ng set for
13 Chri st mas.
14 Now, how can they swing out there in all the
15 sand? Tell nme, in the dust, how can they enjoy
16 t hensel ves?
17 | |l ooked at themthe other day as they played
18 in the leaves, and piled all |eaves up and just had
19 fun out in the yard. Y all, we don't need this in
20 our comunity.
21 We know, Blue Water, you have to have your own
22 -- you have to have business. Everybody have to
23 have business to live, but to propose a sand m ne
24 right in our community -- here's MArtor Lane,
25 here's another house, and then here's our house,
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1 right in the mdst of it.
2 Like | said in the coments, we are right in
3 Blue Waters' Mne. Al they have to do is just
4 take a bite.
5 W do not need sand mne, Blue River's [sic]
6 Sand Mne, in this area. And you heard the saying,
7 saying -- there's a saying that goes, if you don't
8 stand for sonething, then you will fall for
9 anything, and y'all, we are standing for sonething.
10 We are not falling for just anything, because we
11 are not falling for the Blue mne com ng on 378.
12 Thank you.
13 DONNA MOYE: Thank you, Ms. Curry.
14 Dyl an Col eman? (Pause for response.) | see
15 here, M. Col eman, that you're speaking on behalf
16 of the Wnyah Rivers Alliance.
17 DYLAN COLEMAN: That's right.
18 DONNA MOYE: Thank you for being here.
19 DYLAN COLEMEN: Can everyone hear nme okay? W good,
20 people in the back? Perfect. Is it D Y-L-A-N,
21 COL-E-MA-N
22 So, yeah, ny nane is Dylan Coleman. | amthe
23 Pee Dee and Lynches Project Coordinator for Wnyah
24 Rivers Alliance. Wnyah Rivers Alliance is a
25 nonprofit 501(c) riverkeeper organization that
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1 focuses its attention -- it focuses its attention
2 on preserving, revitalizing, and nonitoring the
3 | ands and the waters of the Greater Wnyah Bay
4 wat ershed. |'mhere tonight to speak on behal f of
5 Wnyah R vers, to express sone concerns, as well as
6 di scuss sone of the initiatives we've been
7 undertaking after hearing about the proposition of
8 this sand m ne.
9 As the Great Pee Dee, Little Pee Dee, and
10 Lynches River coordinator, ny job takes nme wherever
11 those rivers mght be, so that's all over the
12 state. But normally, when it cones to working on
13 the Lynches, | find nyself in Florence fairly
14 often, nore often than not working in comunities
15 i ke Pamico, Johnsonville, Hannah, and Poston, and
16 working at sites that sone of you have probably
17 been to before: Half Mon Landing, Allison's
18 Landi ng, Persimons Bluff Landing, multiple places
19 sampling for bacteria, nanely E. coli, or any
20 har nful bacteri a.
21 Al'l through this past sunmer, you could find
22 me at any of those | andings alnost the entirety of
23 the sumer. Half Mon Landi ng, though, has since
24 becone a nonthly nonitoring site for us throughout
25 the entire year. O course, Half Mon Landing is
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1 | ocated just about four river mles upstream of

2 where Deep Creek pours into the Lynches. So, we

3 established that prior to when we knew about the

4 sand mne. But since then, Wnyah R vers Alliance
5 has decided it would be best to add a second site

6 one mle dowmstream allowing us to be able to

7 noni tor and determ ne whether or not there have

8 been any adverse effects fromwater industry's

9 operations al ong Deep Creek.

10 That being said, that being said, Wnyah

11 Rivers Alliance would |ike to request that an

12 envi ronnental , an environnental inpact statenent to
13 be conducted and distributed to the public. Though
14 there have been surveys and assessnents in regards
15 to cultural resources and endangered species,

16 respectfully, we insist that a conprehensive

17 envi ronnental inpact assessnent nust be undertaken
18 in order to address such concerns about the

19 potential environmental inpacts of this operation
20 before this permt is approved. Thank you.
21 DONNA MOYE: Thank you, M. Col eman.
22 I do want to do a quick check in with you
23 right nowit is 9:00 p.m, and | do still have nine
24 peopl e who have signed up to conment, and again,
25 like I nmentioned, we will offer the opportunity for
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1 anyone to comment who did not sign up to comment.

2 Next, we have Allen Keith. (Pause for

3 response.)

4 ALLEN KEI TH: My nane is Allen Keith. | stand before

5 you, first of all, to say that | oppose this m ne

6 and | don't represent anybody but nme and ny famly,

7 but | believe you can hear the voices here. |

8 t hi nk everybody here is in opposition to it.

9 I"d like to state some of the health reasons
10 that come to mnd. First of all, the silica dust,
11 as we all know, causes silicosis, and any other
12 respiratory illness that you m ght have, this dust
13 wll nmake it even worse, even causing |ung di seases
14 such as COPD
15 Who does that affect? Well, first of all
16 el derly people, and there are a lot of elderly
17 people that live in close proximty of this m ne,
18 and then, children. | think we've also heard sone
19 of the explanations of that.

20 One of the concerns | have is that this
21 facility, where they are processing the sand,
22 know it's a wet mning process, but they are going
23 to have to process it. That nmeans they're going to
24 have to dry it and sift it. During that tine,
25 there will be air em ssions.
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1 | believe it should be -- if this plant is
2 all owed, then it has to be nonitored and regul at ed.
3 And the question again is: Wi is the enforcenent
4 agency? This wll be an MSHA site because it is a
5 mne, so |'mnot sure how DHEC wi || be invol ved
6 w th that.
7 Anot her issue, as we al so saw the video
8 tonight, with the trucks and the dust. | actually
9 saw that this afternoon on another |ocation down on
10 378, alnobst to Conway. Mbost of y'all are aware of
11 those m nes down there. | saw the cloud cross the
12 road before | saw the truck pull up. So, it, it's
13 not just here, but there, as well.
14 So, there's spillage that will occur from
15 t hese trucks of the processed material. Then,
16 ot her vehicles that are driving around on those
17 roads will continue to stir it up, and we'll stil
18 have airborne dust, as well as the silica itself.
19 You nentioned in the presentation about the
20 buffers for noise. | believe you re correct that
21 as you get further away, obviously, the noise
22 di ssi pates, but who's going to nonitor the noise?
23 That, typically, would be, again, would be MSHA
24 And we tal ked about the backup alarnms on the
25 truck; that's not the only alarns. There are
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1 requirements in the | aw and MSHA regul ations for

2 every piece of equipnment. Wen it starts, there

3 has to be an alarm and it has to be heard

4 t hroughout the entire plant. And if you're within
5 a mle of one of these plants, you're going to hear
6 those start-up alarns as they go off. And there's
7 bells, and there's whistles, and there's all kinds
8 of things. As a matter of fact, the fol ks that

9 work at those plants are required to wear hearing
10 protection

11 Heavy traffic has been addressed a little bit,
12 but my concern with that is once these big trucks
13 get on our local roads, -- I'mnot talking about

14 378 -- the backroads back there, and a small child
15 wal ks in front of a big truck, he is not going to
16 be able to stop. And this is a famly-oriented

17 conmunity, and we're very concerned about that.

18 The other thing | heard during the

19 presentation tonight was the issue of the
20 dewatering. You said that they have, you nentioned
21 t hey have di scharge permts during this process.
22 Were does that go?
23 W all know that the dewatering will have
24 sedinments in it. Those sedinents will go into sone
25 of the |ocal stream and, obviously, Lynches River

803.749.8100

www.souther nrepor ting.net



BlueWater IndustriesL L C Salem Sand-Henry Tract Mine 1ormi3023
1 is only one mle away. That's where it'll end up,
2 because that is the endpoint for all the water,

3 runof f water.

4 And I'Il conclude with this. Again, |I'm

5 opposed to this mne. | don't think it should

6 brought to this | ocal community, and we woul d

7 appreci ate DHEC consi deri ng what you have heard

8 toni ght. Thank you.

9 DONNA MOYE: Thank you, M. Keith.

10 Next, | have Ernest, and the |ast nane begins
11 with a "B". (Pause for response.) | cannot quite
12 make it out, but it's Ernest who |ives on Shady

13 Road.

14 UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE: He stepped out.

15 DONNA MOYE: He stepped out? Ckay, we'll cone back.
16 Okay, next, | have Ms. Kathy Poston. (Pause for
17 response.)

18 KATHY POSTON: Good eveni ng.

19 COURT REPORTER: I need the, | need the correct
20 spel l'ing of Kathy, please.
21 KATHY POSTON: K-A-T-HY, P-OS- T-ON
22 Thank you for the opportunity to speak to you
23 toni ght about ny opposition to the proposed Henry
24 Tract Mne, | should say, the proposed Henry Tract
25 M ne project. Everybody has touched on everything
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1 that is near and dear to my heart and is of a major
2 concern to nme except for one thing. | grew up
3 adj acent to this proposed tract of land. | grew up
4 on Deep Creek. It was hone. | now own the snal
5 farmthat | grew up on, and ny son and his famly
6 live there, now.

7 "' m concerned about a mne of this nmagnitude
8 with a processing plant on site. What could happen
9 to the lives and the property in the event of a
10 maj or water issue |ike we have seen in the past few
11 years?
12 And | know that everything | ooks good on
13 paper. You can make everything right on paper
14 But when you live in an area for your whole life
15 and you see, fromday to day, you see changes that
16 happen when sonething like this conmes in, the
17 people that live in this area know that what's on
18 paper is not always reality. And fromthe size of
19 this, this group tonight, we know that everybody
20 here is very concerned, and we're united in how we
21 feel about our opposition to this, this project
22 comng into our area.
23 And also, | have -- would |ike to address sone
24 of the answers that were in the permt. On page
25 seven of the, of the permt, answer one says, "The
803.749.8100
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1 mne permt area is along highway 378, a four-1lane
2 hi ghway. "

3 That is correct. H ghway 378 is a

4 four-lane highway, but it's not just a four-Iane

5 hi ghway. It is a major artery from Colunbia to

6 Myrtl e Beach, South Carolina, and we see on a daily
7 basi s what goes on that hi ghway, and you are

8 projecting to put a mne in between wetlands and a
9 maj or hi ghway. That's a perfect storm folks.

10 It's a perfect stormgetting ready to happen.

11 And the, the southwest part of this, portion
12 of this property borders ny little farmin Deep

13 Creek. The wetlands run into Deep Creek. 1've

14 seen Deep Creek flood, and not only does Deep Creek
15 run through this property, it runs on down to the
16 south where I live nowin a little community. But
17 to ny know edge, nobody has ever come and done any
18 test or studies. There are -- within a one and a
19 half mle radius, there are 200 people, 200
20 residents, residents that live there.
21 And also, in the application it says on page
22 seven, answer two, it says, "The mne is in a rura
23 agricultural area with limted rural residences.”
24 | don't consider 200 residences rural. |
25 consi der that honmes with people who, as Ms. Curry
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1 stated, live their lives. W love. W live our
2 lives. W love our neighbors. W go to church
3 W go to school. Two hundred lives is not,
4 residences, is not a limted anount.
5 And al so, answer six, the life of the m ne.
6 How I ong is that? Wo determnes howlong it is?
7 Okay, approximately 30 years. How do you control,
8 how do you control all the things that you say you
9 can do in a 30-year tine? | mean, that's probably
10 | onger than nost of us, the older folks here, are
11 goi ng to be around.
12 | just want to say that, in closing, | inplore
13 you to pl ease carefully consider everything that
14 has been said here tonight on behalf of the
15 conmunity that opposes this project, and it is
16 obvi ous that we oppose this project. Please,
17 bef ore you make this decision, we have unanswered
18 questions. As | stated before, it's easy to make
19 t hi ngs | ook good on paper. Everything can be right
20 on paper but, in reality, we know that things are
21 different. And at the end of the day, at the end
22 of the day, it'll be the local citizens that bear
23 the burden and the expense of this project with no
24 benefit to our health, our safety, our quality of
25 life, or our economc growh, and there will be no
803.749.8100

www.souther nrepor ting.net



Public Hearing Page 51

Blue Water IndustriesL L C Salem Sand-Henry Tract Mine 12/7/2023

1 return on our investnment. Thank you so rmnuch.

2 DONNA MOYE: Thank you, Ms. Poston.

3 Next, we have Trapper Fow er speaki ng on

4 behal f of the Coastal Conservation League. (Pause
5 for response.)

6 TRAPPER FONLER: Trapper Fow er, T-R-A-P-P-E-R | ast
7 nane Fow er, F-OWL-E-R

8 Thanks for letting ne speak tonight. 1|'m not
9 a part of the community, but | amin adjacent Horry
10 County, and cover this area as part of ny work.

11 There's been a | ot of great coments, so |'mjust
12 going to focus on one thing that | feel |ike needs
13 to be extrapol at ed upon.

14 | just want to say that | think this mne

15 application, as it is, should not be approved. |
16 don't think anybody wants this mne, and | think

17 this application falls short of protecting the

18 flora, fauna, and habitat of the area.

19 I want to focus on wetland buffers or the Iack
20 of that's proposed in this application. The mne's
21 currently proposing 50 feet. | nmean, | think we
22 shoul d recommend at |east 150 feet minimal. This,
23 this buffer would be for filtration of
24 sedinentation. It could be habitat for the
25 adj acent wetlands and the wildlife that call it
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1 hone, flood storage and water quality.
2 Buffers, wetland buffers, renove sedi nents.
3 Sedi nents may be nore consistently renoved by
4 buffers that are sonewhere between 30 and a hundred
5 feet. This mne's proposed at 50, but
6 progressively larger buffers may be required to
7 filter out increnentally greater anounts of
8 sedi nents. These are all citations that |'l]
9 provide in my witten comments through
10 peer-reviewed journal articles.
11 Gven this mne's only a mle upstreamof the
12 scenic Lynches River and it's over 200 acres in
13 size, it'll be extracting, transporting,
14 processi ng, and di sturbing an enornous anount of
15 soil. Wetland buffers should be on the higher end
16 of that specified recomendation, so way above 50
17 feet, to ensure water quality and habitat
18 protections for the wildlife and for the residents.
19 Fromthe review of the literature, Sheldon et
20 al ., 2005, suggests that coarse sedinents are
21 likely removed efficiently in the first 16 to 66
22 feet of the buffer, and renoval of finer particles
23 may require buffers of at |east 66 feet. Again,
24 here, buffers nust be at |east 66 feet mninmumif
25 fine sand particles are present. The proposed is
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1 only 50. This could be inadequate; it's likely
2 i nadequat e.
3 Water buffers also may be necessary to
4 mai ntai n sedi nent renoval efficiencies over the
5 long term as buffers becone saturated with the
6 sedinent that they're trying to filtrate out. This
7 expl ai ns why water buffers are warranted, given
8 that this sand mning operation will last for up to
9 30 years, perhaps nore. So, we need w der buffers.
10 "' maware of several 30-acre mnes, plus or
11 mnus in acreage, that require 50 foot buffers,
12 and, you know, through our work, we've seen 30-acre
13 m nes be forced to have hundred foot buffers. This
14 is a 200-plus-acre mne. | nean, you think about
15 that ratio, and 50 feet sure seens inadequate,
16 especially given that, you know, it is just a mle
17 upstream of the scenic Lynches.
18 Buf fers al so provide habitat. They're
19 i mportant for spotted turtles that utilize both the
20 wet | ands and the uplands as part of their
21 lifecycle. You start |ooking at those required
22 wet | and buffers for spotted turtles and you're
23 | ooking at 300 feet, maybe even nore. So, again,
24 this needs to be on the upper end. Swall owt ai
25 kites, they could benefit fromlarger buffers,
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1 because they need mature, large, tall trees for
2 their nesting sites. They've been reported in the
3 area fromwhat | understand by residents. The
4 survey also said that there was suitable habitat.
5 I know I'mrunning out of tinme. Northern
6 | ong-eared bats' roosting trees could al so benefit
7 if they are in the area with increased buffer
8 Si zes.
9 Lastly, | just want to say that, you know,
10 it's proposed that this mne, in their reclamation
11 will use a non-native | espedeza. This species is
12 noxi ous, it's invasive, and it's been identified as
13 a severe threat by the South Carolina Exotic Plant
14 Counci | .
15 G ven that this project wll no doubt have
16 i mpacts on the natural resources, every attenpt
17 shoul d be nmade by the applicant to | essen those
18 i mpacts by reclaimng the mne in native wildlife,
19 pol l'inator-friendly plantings.
20 And just real, real quick, | promse |'m
21 W appi ng up. Has -- hydraulic dredging, like
22 proposed for this mne, has been used in, you know,
23 how many cases in this area and these soils
24 adj acent to waterbodies such as Deep Creek and
25 upstream just of Lynches? Are there other
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1 exanmpl es? This seens |ike a new thing.
2 Does this mne plan to sell sand to other
3 trucki ng conpanies? | understand that they may
4 have all the best intentions, but how are they
5 going to have quality control for contracted trucks
6 for other conpanies? That's also an issue we've
7 ran into.
8 Thank you very mnuch.
9 DONNA MOYE: Thank you, M. Fower. And it just so
10 happens that our next speaker is Becky Ryon, also
11 with the Coastal Conservation League.
12 BECKY RYON: Good evening. M nane is Becky Ryon, B-
13 E-CK-Y, RY-ON. I'mthe North Coast Ofice
14 Director wwth the Coastal Conservation League.
15 Thank you for the opportunity to conment on this
16 proposed sand m ne.
17 The Coastal Conservation League urges deni al
18 of the permt application for a |arge scale mning
19 operation adjacent to Deep Creek, a tributary of
20 the Lynches River, one of our state-designated
21 scenic rivers. The South Carolina Mning Act, SC
22 Code Section 48-20-10, and acconpanyi ng m ni ng
23 regul ati ons at SC Code Regul ati on 89-10, provide
24 speci fic standards and prohibitions governi ng what
25 mning activities may be permtted by DHEC. The
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1 pur pose of the ACT is to provide that no m ning my
2 be carried on in the state unless plans for the
3 m ni ng i nclude reasonabl e provisions for the
4 protection of the surroundi ng environnent and for
5 reclamation of the area of |and affected by m ning.
6 The ACT specifically provides that DHEC shal
7 deny an operating permt upon finding any of the
8 foll owi ng: one, the operation will have undue
9 adverse effects on wildlife or fisheries; two, the

10 operation will violate standards of air quality;

11 surface water quality, or groundwater quality;

12 three, the operation will constitute a substanti al
13 physi cal hazard to a nei ghboring house, school

14 church, or public road; four, where previous

15 experience wth simlar operations indicates a

16 substantial possibility that the operation wll

17 result in substantial deposits of sedinent in

18 stream beds or |akes, |andslides, or acid water

19 pol | uti on.

20 In the corment |etter dated Septenber 22nd,

21 2023, the DNR noted the likely presence of spotted
22 turtles, a federally at-risk and state-threatened
23 speci es, and nearby records of Anerican eel in Deep
24 Creek, and in the Lynches R ver, records of

25 Anerican shad and bl ueback herring, and records for
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1 pi ckerel frog, and the federal at-risk species

2 East ern di anondback rattl esnake. Nei ghbors have

3 al so reported sightings of swallowail kite, a

4 st at e- endangered species. The clearing and

5 excavation of over 200 acres w || undoubtedly have

6 undue adverse effects on the terrestrial wildlife

7 present, as well as the aquatic life in Deep Creek

8 and the Lynches.

9 Nei ghbors have al so rai sed concerns about the
10 i npacts the decades of heavy truck traffic wll

11 have on 378 in terns of wear and tear on the road
12 and public safety. Sand mning and especially

13 truck traffic are known to significantly reduce air
14 quality due to dust, particulate matter, and

15 em ssions. These pose respiratory and

16 cardi ovascul ar health risks for the surrounding

17 conmuni ty.

18 Furt hernore, the floodplain associated with

19 Deep Creek is a special flood hazard area, Zone A,
20 and extends several hundred feet into the mne

21 site, including portions of the Phases 4 and 5. 1In
22 the event of a major storm this risks significant
23 runof f and sedi nentati on of Deep Creek and the

24 sceni ¢ Lynches River

25 For these reasons, we urge you to uphold the
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1 regul ations in the Mning Act and deny this permt.
2 DONNA MOYE: Thank you, Ms. Ryon.

3 Lenora Eaddy? (Pause for response.) | know
4 we're | osing sone people. |Is Ms. Eaddy still here?
5 UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: She left.

6 DONNA MOYE: She left. Please let the record reflect
7 that Ms. Eaddy is no |onger here to provide her

8 comment .

9 Debra, and I'mnot going to try to -- | can't
10 quite read the | ast nane.

11 DEBRA BUFFKI N:  Buf f ki n.

12 DONNA MOYE: l"msorry? | was about to say Executive
13 Director at W nyah.

14 DEBRA BUFFKIN: | can speak; that's fine.

15 DONNA MOYE: Ckay.

16 DEBRA BUFFKIN: |'m not prepared, but | ---

17 DONNA MOYE: Vell, | see that you noted that Dyl an
18 Col eman was going to be speaking on behal f of the
19 Al'liance, so that's fine, or if you would like to
20 comment now as well, you can do that.

21 DEBRA BUFFKIN: | can say a few words.

22 DONNA MOYE: Ckay, thank you.

23 DEBRA BUFFKI N: Thank you.

24 DONNA  MOYE: Remenber to spell your nane.

25 DEBRA BUFFKIN: Hi, |'m Debra Buffkin, D E-B-R-A
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1 B-UF-F-K-1-N. 1'mthe Executive Director of

2 Wnyah Rivers Alliance. Thank you all for com ng

3 here today.

4 At Wnyah Rivers Alliance, we nonitor all the
5 rivers that flowinto the Wnyah Bay, including the
6 Lynches River. And as Dylan Col eman al ready said,
7 he's been nonitoring sone of the sites on the

8 Lynches River. He's been doing trash cl eanups

9 t hroughout the entire watershed, especially on

10 Lynches, Little Pee Dee, and Bi g Pee Dee.

11 Qur concern here today is not only for the

12 river, but it's for the cormmunity here that has to
13 be and that will be affected by this sand mne. W
14 are not -- our organization fights a | ot of other
15 i ndustries when it comes to pollution, and when it
16 cones to pollution in our rivers and on our

17 wet | ands, and we strongly pronote wetl and

18 conservation as well.

19 W try to say that we're not opposed to
20 i ndustry, but we want it done right and, as | was
21 saying earlier, we want it done beforehand. W
22 want all the assessnents, all the testing,
23 everyt hi ng done beforehand so that we can see what
24 kind of inpact it's going to have on the river, and
25 on the wetlands, and on the communities, and the
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1 heal th of the communities, and the health of the

2 people in the communities. They matter, and they

3 matter nore than a sand m ne does.

4 No offense to you guys, but it really does.

5 The community matters. The people matter. The

6 health matters.

7 You have this little boy with a heart problem
8 that came up here and he's living next to this sand
9 m ne. \What kind of dust is going to get in this

10 little boy's chest? He already has heart issues.
11 So, the health of the comunities has to be

12 important. It has to be considered. It has to be
13 carefully considered, not just the financia

14 i mpact .

15 W need, like | said, -- they have a dozen

16 peopl e being hired by this sand mne, and that's

17 great for those dozen people. Wat about dozens

18 and dozens of other people in the conmmunity that

19 are going to be affected by the sand m ne? Wat
20 about the endangered species that Trapper Fow er
21 and Becky Ryon were tal king about? What about
22 water quality?
23 The Lynches River is right down the road from
24 this sand mne. Do you know, w thout doing sone
25 ki nd of assessnent, environnental or sonmewhere
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1 related to an environnental inpact of the whole

2 entire area, how are you going to know what is

3 going to happen to the water quality, to the

4 quality of the land, to the people, to the

5 conmmunity? You're not going to know if you don't

6 do it beforehand. Al we ask these industries, do
7 it beforehand. Let's see what's going to happen

8 first.

9 W don't want to cone after you in a few

10 years, but if we find out it's made a negative

11 i mpact on the community and on the health of these
12 people, we will come after you in a few years.

13 | mean, that's just -- I'"'mnot trying to be a fear
14 Mongol or anything like that, but we will, because
15 the people matter, the communities matter

16 So, just do it right and protect them W're
17 not opposed to you maki ng sone noney or having --
18 know sand goes into the concrete, and the asphalt,
19 and all this devel opnent, which I'mnot going to
20 get on that whole rollercoaster, because | believe
21 we need to stop sone of this devel opnment on
22 wet | ands and we have to protect our wetl ands.
23 But we have to think of the communities you're
24 affecting, and I think the turnout here tonight, it
25 says enough. So, | hope DHEC considers everything
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1 that's being said here tonight, considers the

2 conmuni ty, considers the health of the people in

3 the community, and the health of our wetlands, and
4 the health of our rivers before you permt this

5 sand mne to come into this conmunity.

6 Thank you, and I'msorry | wasn't quite

7 prepared, but thank you.

8 DONNA MOYE: You nust do this kind of thing an awful

9 lot. That sounded very prepared.

10 | do want to junmp back to a couple that

11 called on that we did not get a response, to give
12 them a second opportunity.

13 Ernest, the |last nanme begins with a "B", on
14 Shady Road, and Davis who |ives on Poston Road.

15 (Pause for response.)

16 Ckay, we'll proceed. That was everyone that |
17 had who indicated on the sign-in sheet that they
18 would like to make a comment. |'mnot saying that
19 we m ght've m ssed soneone. So, as | nentioned
20 earlier, we would like to give anyone the
21 opportunity to speak now who has not already done
22 SO.
23 So, if you would Iike to nmake a conment, if
24 you coul d rai se your hand. (Pause for response.)
25 Okay, | see two. So, | saw you first. So, sir,
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1 you can cone on up. Again, | would say please
2 state and spell your name for the court reporter,
3 and then when you are finished, we'll junp back
4 here to this gentleman in, it |ooks |like purple.
5 ROY REED: My nane is Roy Reed, R-OY, R E-E-D.
6 | live at 532 East Highway 378. |1'ma
7 snowbird. | have two grandchildren, one's al nost
8 ei ght and one's five nonths, and |I'm concer ned
9 about the noise. M grandson already holds his
10 ears whenever hears a siren or sonething.
11 The ot her issue | have about the health that
12 peopl e tal ked about, the sand. My parents worked
13 for Corning Aass. dass is made fromsili ca.
14 Silica cones fromsand. M neighbors on one side,
15 t he husband's blind, the wife has had a stroke, and
16 their son has had two heart attacks. They're all
17 di sabled. They can't get out nuch, and | don't
18 know how all the issues of the sand is going to
19 bot her them
20 The nei ghbor on the other side only has one
21 | eg, so he can't get out very much either, which is
22 probably why he's not here tonight.
23 Anyway, | just wanted to address those issues
24 and thank you everybody.
25 DONNA MOYE: Thank you so nuch, M. Reed.
803.749.8100
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1 Sir, right back here, would you still like to
2 make a coment? Again, please state and spell your
3 name for the court reporter.

4 STEVE TI LLQUI ST: Steve Tillquist, S-T-E-V-E,

5 T-1-L-L-Q U1 -ST.

6 Again, | just want to thank everybody for

7 bei ng here tonight. | talked to sone of y'al

8 along with Aiff at Blue Water. | want to take a

9 m nute just to address a few small things | heard,
10 and | think it'll -- instead of y'all coming up to
11 us individually.

12 One, I'Il start with the buffers. Fifty-foot
13 buffers are obviously -- that's where you want to
14 be at a mnimum right? So, we have to operate

15 i nside those buffers. So, let ne paint a picture
16 as to where if you have 50-foot buffer and then you
17 have heavy equi pnment. The piece of heavy equi pment
18 is another 15 foot wide. So, you imediately

19 establish at | east a 70-foot buffer, just so you
20 know t hat .
21 Secondly, the drying of the process, it's a
22 conpl ete wet process. It goes through a wet screen
23 at the plant and then into a classifier. So,
24 nothing's ever dried onsite, so there's no dust or
25 anything involved in the operation system
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1 You basically dredge a few feet deep. It

2 stays contained in the pipeline and then also in

3 punps. It comes up to the plant, goes through a

4 screeni ng machine, where it's still wet, into what

5 we call a classifier tank that has water and slurry

6 init. It goes into a couple of sand screens and

7 is separated out hydraulically by water. So, |

8 just wanted to clear that up.

9 Again, |1'm Steve Tillquist, Operation Manager
10 for Blue Water. If y'all need anything, |'m over
11 here. Thank you.

12 DONNA MOYE: Thank you, sir. |Is there anyone el se who

13 would like to nmake a comment for the record?

14 (Pause for response.)

15 Yes, sir, cone on down.

16 ANTHONY AL TMAN: Good evening. M nane is Anthony

17 Altman. That's AANT-HONY, Altman, A-L-T-MA-N.

18 |"d like to say there were a bunch of good,

19 great points that were made during this event

20 tonight: a lot that deal with our comunity, a |ot

21 that deal with our influence in the community, and

22 our active goal to denonstrate our concern for this

23 m ne.

24 I"d first like to state that | don't think

25 we're prepared to nove forward with this process.
803.749.8100
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1 | don't think we've had the right ecol ogica
2 studies done. | don't think we've had the right
3 financial studies done. |1'd like to dive into
4 financials just a little bit.
5 You' ve got to think, this comunity, they put
6 their hone and their |and, and they think of that
7 as an investnent. And | know you guys at Bl ue
8 River [sic], this is an investnment for you guys,
9 too, but unfortunately your investnent decreases
10 our investnent. | don't think there's been an
11 actual study on what that does to housing, our cost
12 of living around here, and our property val ue.
13 | also don't think that we've done a proper
14 study on sone of the stormsituations we have in
15 the community. The runoff creek that runs directly
16 behi nd your proposed site, there has been various
17 times that within the past 15 years of very, very
18 severe floods. So, | think that we should al so
19 establish sone type of flood survey just in
20 preparation of floods that we know are going to
21 happen. They have every three years.
22 | also don't think, in my opinion, that you
23 guys have the best interest of the conmunity in, in
24 your -- you're here to nmake sone noney and DHEC s
25 here to check and bal ance that, and |I'm not sure
803.749.8100
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1 DHEC has our best interest in their mnd right now
2 either. Now, | would like all of you to think
3 about that when you go hone tonight. Thank you.

4 DONNA MOYE: Thank you, M. Altnman.
5 I's there anyone el se who would |ike to nmake a
6 comment ? (Pause for response.)
7 Il wll remnd you that the conments made here
8 tonight are made a part of the official transcript.
9 However, any witten coments that we receive are
10 included in our official docunentation of this
11 site. So, if you choose to submt witten
12 comments, they're going to be considered the sane
13 as any comments made here tonight. So, please keep
14 that in mnd as you | eave here.
15 So, | knowit's been a late evening. | do
16 appreci ate so many of you staying around. | would
17 ask you to stay for just a nonment longer. | want
18 to make sure that you are aware of our next steps
19 and how to stay in touch with us.
20 Agai n, thank you so nmuch for being here. On
21 behal f of everyone with DHEC, we really do
22 appreciate your involvenent in this process,
23 especially when we cone into your community and,
24 you know, it's such a |ate night. W do recognize
25 that, and we do recogni ze that we're taking away
803.749.8100
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1 time fromyour famlies, but it is so encouraging

2 to see so many of you invested and interested in

3 this project. And so, | applaud each of you for

4 being a part of this process with us.

5 Pl ease note once again that witten coments

6 may be subm tted to DHEC t hrough Decenber 22nd,

7 2023. Al witten comments received on or before

8 this time will be considered in our decision-naking
9 process. |If you have questions about submtting

10 witten coments after tonight, please see a DHEC
11 staff nenber before you | eave.

12 Once the public comment period closes, DHEC
13 will review and consider all coments received

14 prior to making a final decision. |If necessary,

15 addi tional information may al so be requested from
16 the applicant. Once a final decision is nmade by

17 DHEC, a summary response to all witten comments

18 received will be provided to everyone who signed in
19 here tonight, as well as to those who submtted
20 witten comrents during the public coment peri od.
21 The final permt decision will also be posted on
22 our webpage, and a summary response to all comments
23 received will be provided if a m ne operating
24 permt is issued.
25 You have the right to request a final review
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1 of any permt decision nade by DHEC. The fi nal
2 revi ew request nust be submitted in witing to
3 DHEC s Cerk of the Board, along with a filing fee
4 and the anmobunt of $100, within 15 days after notice
5 of DHEC s permt decision has been mailed. And I
6 will just add a small caveat there. 1'msure many
7 of you have heard in the news about our split at
8 the agency that is scheduled to occur officially
9 next year. So, this process is still in place, and
10 it wll not, our split will not affect this
11 deci si on being nade before that split is final.
12 In consideration of the requirenent of you
13 receiving notification of our final decision, you
14 will receive that by US mail or by email. [|If you
15 wish to be notified of DHEC s final decision by
16 certified mail instead, please make your request in
17 witing no | ater than Decenber 22nd, 2023.
18 Again, we wll be updating our webpage with
19 the presentation and the handout that was provi ded
20 to you tonight, and | believe M. Hi cks consented
21 that it was okay to include his contact informtion
22 on our webpage, if you're not able to speak with
23 himtonight, so that you could follow up with him
24 i f you have any questi ons.
25 Agai n, continuing the conversation is really
803.749.8100
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1 important to us. Not only through this process,

2 but even after this process, depending on what the
3 decision is, we want to stay engaged with you. |

4 mean, that's part of what we do, and not only for

5 this proposed site, but any other environnental

6 i ssues that you may have in your comunity or

7 questions. W want to make sure that you know how
8 to get in touch with us. So, we have included the
9 nanmes of some staff people who are here tonight and
10 I think we stood up, but | think nost of our staff
11 are right here at this nmddle table. Please touch
12 base with us before you leave if you'd |like to have
13 sone follow up conversations with us.

14 And | will go ahead and reach out, because

15 this does not have phone nunbers, and provide

16 Jereny's phone nunber for all of you in case you

17 want it and you're not able to speak with him

18 It's area code (803) 898-7609.

19 And again, ny nane is Donna Moye. |'mon the
20 Communi ty Engagenent end of what we do, and you can
21 reach me at area code (803) 898-1382.
22 So, on behal f of DHEC, again, thank you for
23 your attendance and conmments this evening. The
24 time is now 9:37 p.m, and this public hearing is
25 officially adjourned. Thank you so nuch.
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1 (Whereupon at 9:37 p.m this Public
2 Heari ng was adj ourned.)

3 (*This transcript may contain quoted materi al
4 Such material is reproduced as read or quoted

5 by the speaker.)
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STATE OF SOUTH CARCLINA )
) CERTI FI CATE
COUNTY OF HORRY )

BE I T KNOMW, that I, Cara-Leigh V. Richardson
took the foregoing proceedi ng and hereby attest:

That | was then and there a notary public in and
for the State of South Carolina-at-large and that by
virtue thereof | was duly authorized to adm ni ster an
oat h;

That the foregoing Public Hearing was taken down
by me and reduced to witten form by neans of Stenonmask
w t h backup;

That the foregoing transcript represents a true,
accurate, and conplete transcription of said Public
Hearing at the tinme and place aforesaid to the best of
ny skill and ability;

That | amneither a relative nor an enpl oyee of
any of the parties hereto, nor of any attorney or
counsel enpl oyed by the parties hereto, nor interested
in the outconme of this action;

IN WTNESS THEREOF, | have hereunto
affixed nmy signature and title.

@,égz/ﬁ,é@/m

Cara-Leigh V. Ri chardson

Date: January 5th, 2024
Notary public for South Carolina
My comm ssion expires July 10, 2025
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